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Houses dating to 5,000 BC discovered in UAE A note for budding

A group of stone houses daring to 5,000
BC has been found on Abu Dhabi's
Western island of Marawah. They are the
oldest buildings of their type ever
discovered in the United Arab Emirates.
The discovery was made by a tcam
from the Abu Dhabi Islands
Archaeological Survey, ADIAS, in spring
2003. While working at a site known as
MR-11, the team examined a group of
stone mounds that turned out to be three
buildings. They fully excavated one of the
structures. This proved to be a well-
constructed house with stone walls sill
surviving to a height of almost a metre in
some places. During the excavations, a fine
flint spear and flint arrowhead were found,
as well as a fragment of a stone pestle,
probably used for grinding food items.
Radiocarbon dates on samples of ash
taken from the floors of two of the
buildings, indicated that the buildings
were in use between 4,500 and 5,000 BC
(see photograph). No stone-built houses
dating to this particular period arc known
from clsewhere in the UAE, although
similar, but less well-preserved examples,
have been noted clsewhere in the Arabian
peninsula: at Shagra in Qatar, and at

Sabiyah in Kuwait. At this rime, the locals
were trading by sca with Mesopotamia
{modern-dav Iraq), marking the beginning
of the UAE's well-cstablished tradition of
maricime trade.

"It seems that we have only just so far
scratched the surface. There are almost
certainly a whole series of stone buildings
at the sire, indicating that a significant
community was inhabiting the island of
Marawah around 5000 BC", says Mark
Beech, the ADIAS Senior Resident
Archacologist. Beech has shown thar these
early inhabitants of the UAE had domestic
animals, like sheep and goats, but also
supplemented their diet by hunting
gazelles and by exploiting the fruirs of the
sea, Tn addirion to cating a wide range of
fish, they also caught dolphins, dugong
and turtle and ate shellfish - including the
pearl oyster. The pearling trade of the
Southern Gulf probably began around this
rime.

Marawah island has diverse remains,
ranging from the Tate Stone Age to the
Lare Islamic period. It is therefore,
particularly appropriate that Marawah has
recently become fully-protected as part of
the Marawah Marine Protected Area. A
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archoeologists!

The Schools Committee of the Roman
Society and the Roman Research Trust
have teamed up to ofter tieldwork
bursaries for those sixteen to eighteen year
olds who want to experience Roman
archaeology. Bursaries are designed to
cover costs of up to £150 per week on an
archaeological project. For details of how
to apply, contact Helen Cockle, The
Sccretary, Society for the Promotion of
Roman Studies, Senate House, University
of London, Malet Street, London WCI1E
7HU. The deadline for applications is

4 Feb, 2004.

new scason of archacological fieldwork is
due to commence on Marawah next March
and April and at least three further seasons
of excavadon are planned ar this
remarkable sice.

Eor further informartion check our the
team's recent newsletter at:
www.adias-uae.com/adiasnews01-
04 . heml#marawah

Left. Stone House at MR-11.
Below. Spear and arrowhead found ot MR-11.
Photas: Abie Disaby Tlands Archacological Sprvey (ADIAS).




